Magnetic resonance imaging appearance of metastatic Merkel cell carcinoma to the sacrum and epidural space.
Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) is a rare malignant tumor of the skin and often is diagnosed histologically as lymphoma, melanoma and even metastatic small cell carcinoma of the lung (SCCL). Classified as a neuroendocrine tumor, clinically it originates in the head and neck region and may present with metastatic disease at the time of presentation [1]. Osseous involvement in the past has been described to involve regional facial bones only. We present the first reported MRI findings of distant osseous metastasis from a Merkel cell carcinoma to the lumbosacral spine with associated soft tissue and epidural involvement. Appropriate treatment and patient survival depend on prompt diagnostic imaging for establishment of metastatic disease. Previous reports have advocated CT for diagnosis and staging of distant metastases [2,3]. When spinal involvement is suspected, MRI may be a more suitable modality for assessment of the epidural space and appropriate staging and follow-up in such cases.